[CNV and SEP in shoe-industry workers affected by neuropathy due to toxic effects of adhesive solvents (author's transl)].
The sensitivity of the CNV and somatosensory evoked potentials (SEP) was assessed in shoe industry workers suffering from neurotoxic effects of adhesive solvents. We have examined 21 patients with clear electroneuromiographic and clinical signs of polyneuropathy as well as EEG signs of diffuse brain damage. 10 normal volunteers served as a control group. The maximal motor conduction velocity (MMCV) was considerably reduced in all patients. The maximal sensory conduction velocity (MSCV) was in the lower normal range (or borderline) in 12 patients, whereas in 9 or more severe decrement was detected. In comparison with normal subjects, none of the patients showed clear differences in latency or amplitude of SEP components (p always greater than .2). It was very easy to elicit CNVs over all areas explored and all the 10 patients showed normal characteristics. These results, therefore, suggest that CNV and SEP are not helpful for an early diagnosis of toxic effects of the solvents on the function of the central and peripheral nervous system.